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Meeting Notes 
Date: 05/14/2025 Page 1 of 3  

Meeting Topic:  Working Committee Meeting #4 

Project: Kirkwood Parks Master Plan 

PDS Job #: J2403 

Attendees: 

Andy Franke-PDS 

Scot Talbert-PDS 

Angie Bernardi 

Ellen Edman 

Kevin Miller 

Kathy Paulsen 

Priscilla Utley 

Sarah Zierer 

Alan Hopefl 

Bill Ruppert 

Kyle Henke - Kirkwood 

 

Notes by: SBT/LAF 

Copies to: All 
 

1. Include the mission statement on all meeting agendas to serve as an ongoing reminder. 
2. A mission statement was provided by Alan Hopefl for Emmenegger Nature Park. This 

will be incorporated into the master plan document. 
3. Long-Term Goals 

a. Maintain the $300,000 funding goal, but do not include a number of new funding 
sources. Revise to: Secure sustainable funding sources, generating an 
additional $300k in revenue annually. 

b. Revise the parkland expansion goal to: “Monitor potential parkland growth when 
conditions are favorable and longer-term maintenance impacts are well 
assessed.” 

c. Reevaluate the goal related to park connectivity: 
i. Consider framing it as a collaborative effort rather than a core goal. 

ii. Retain the first sentence as-is. 
iii. Separate the second sentence into a new goal and revise it to: 

“…improve safe connectivity between parks...” 
4. The program matrix is approved.  PDS will fill out the remainder of the matrix for all 

parks. 
5. Park Concepts Review 
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a. Kirkwood Park 
i. Add enforcement measures to address reckless driving (e.g., “doing 

donuts”) in parking areas. 
ii. Explore options for speed calming measures both within parks and 

along Monroe Avenue (e.g., speed humps). 
b. Avery Park:  

i. Add crosswalks at park entrances as new sidewalks are developed. 
c. Fireman’s Park: 

i. Explore improved access to surrounding neighborhoods. 
ii. Consider the feasibility of adding a pump track. 

d. Grants Trail:  
i. Investigate the possibility of Great Rivers Greenway funding trail 

improvements. 
e. McEntee Park: 

i. Explore adding amenities or spaces specifically for teens. 
ii. Consider installing a surveillance camera and signage. 

f. Meacham Park:  
i. Add note to repair the pavilion. 

g. Quinette Cemetery: 
i. Add note: “Continue to investigate historical designation for Quinette.” 

ii. Monitor gravesites in compliance with the existing ordinance. 
iii. Explore partnership opportunities with the Historical Society. 

h. Walker Park:  
i. Remove the rock fountain repair item—it is scheduled for completion in 

the next few months. 
i. Emmenegger Park:  

i. Install additional benches along the trails. 
j. Mitchell Park: 

i. Add a legend to match other maps. 
ii. Include a note indicating the current status in the planning process. 

6. Public Meeting #2 
a. Keep the scheduled for May 28. 
b. Ellen will draft a press release related to the public meeting. 
c. Include a pie chart showing city expenditures as it relates to parks. 

i. Kyle will attempt to compile city spending data from the past two 
years. 

d. Review the Safe Routes to School presentation for potential park-related 
applications. 

7. Safe Routes to School presentation may be valuable to review as it relates to parks. 
8. Kathy may need another week to provide comments from the rough schedule 

presented. 
9. Tentative Schedule: 

a. May: 
i. Public Meeting on Park Concepts 
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b. June: 
i. Finalize Park Master Plans and Recommendations 

1. Anticipated Working Committee Meetings: (1) 
c. July/August: 

i. Cost Estimates and Priority Project Lists 
ii. Final Document Comments for Working Committee 

1. Anticipated Working Committee Meetings: (1) 
d. September: 

i. Final Plan Document 
1. Anticipated Working Committee Meetings: (1) 
2. Final Plan Presentation at Joint Working Committee/Park Board 

Meeting 




