Park Board Agenda

Monday, March 9, 2026, 7:00 p.m. KIRKWOOD
Kirkwood Community Center e

111 South Geyer

. PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN
II. CALL TO ORDER

lll. CITIZEN COMMENTS (3 MINUTE LIMIT PER PERSON) The public comment portion of the
meeting is an opportunity to hear comments from citizens. It is not a question and answer
session and the Park Board will not respond fo comments or answer questions during the
comment period. The Chairperson may refer any matter to staff or hold discussion during
the “Board Member Comments” section of the meeting.

IV. APPROVAL OF MARCH 9, 2026 MEETING MINUTES
V. COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS/REPORTS
a. No Reports
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Park Board Officer Nominations
b. Master Plan Review/Discussion
VIl. NEW BUSINESS
a. Purchase of Trash Scooter
b. Park Board Officer Elections

VIIl. SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS, HEAD RANGER AND VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
REPORTS

IX. DIRECTOR’S REPORT
X. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS
Xl. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
Xll. ADJOURNMENT ,
Next Meeting — May 18, 2026
Staff Liaison: Kyle Henke. Phone: 314.822.5856 Email: henkekk@kirkwoodmo.org
Chair: Nate Wurtz

Accommodation: The City of Kirkwood is interested in effective communication for all persons.
Persons requiring an accommodation to attend and participate in the meeting should contact
the City Clerk at 314-822-5802 at least 48 hours before the meeting. With advance notice of
seven calendar days, the City of Kirkwood will provide interpreter services at public meetings
for languages other than English and for the hearing impaired. Upon request, the minutes from
this meeting can be made available in an alternate format, such as a CD, by calling 314-822-
5802.




From the desk of:

Kyle Henke, Director of Parks and Recreation
111 8. Geyer Road, Kirkwood, MO 63122
Phone: 314-822-5856 Fax: 314-984-5931

E-mail: henkekk@kirkwoodmo.org

KIRKWOOD

PARKS/G’, * RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Memo

To: Kirkwood Park Board

From: Kyle Henke

Date: April 14, 2026

Re:  April 20, 2026 Agenda Memo

Public Hearing on Proposed Parks and Recreation Master Plan - This represents
a public hearing to allow for public comment on the proposed Parks and Recreation
Master Plan. The proposed plan has been available for public viewing at the
Community Center since March 13. Affidavits for proof of public notice are included
in the packet along with proposed plan executive summary. The Public Hearing will
begin at 7:00 PM with recess of the regularly scheduled Park Board Meeting. At the
conclusion of the Public Hearing, the Park Board meeting will resume.

Committee Reports

No Reports

Unfinished Business

Master Plan Review/Discussion — This is an opportunity to share thoughts, ideas or

concepts as a board as it relates to the Master Plan. Updates from staff will also be
provided.

Park Board Officer Nominations — This represents any final changes to the slate of
officers running for election or re-election. Once the final slate is established, election
of officers will take place during the new business portion of this meeting.

New Business

Request for Purchase Approval of Trash Scooter — Staff has explored options to
replace the electric trash scooter that is used on a weekly basis. The condition of the
current vehicle is beyond its useful life and is currently not operable. The department




has spent considerable time and money attempting to prolong the life of this vehicle.
This item is included in the FY27 budget for an amount of $38,000

Option 1 - $42,495 Elliot-Stellar - gas powered Kubota UTV with installed poly trash
hopper.

Option 2 - $41,135 Vantage Vehicle - gas powered truck with installed steel trash
hopper. Does not include shipping costs.

Option 3 - $40,763 Westward Vehicles — electric cart with poly trash hopper. Does
not include shipping costs

Maintenance Report — This represents the portion of the meeting that includes staff
reports from the Superintendent of Parks, Park Ranger and the Volunteer
Coordinator as provided to the Director.

Director's Report — My report will include information on the following:

+ Community Center Phase Il Update
¢ Meacham Park Playground Timeline
e Arbor Day Table
o Park Board Legacy Tree Program
o # of Trees planted
o Honeysuckle’'s impact on local forests
» Mitchel Park Update — Ribbon Cutting May 9
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CoumTAN L-} 1. H OIS

1400 S, Highway Drive,
Fenton,MO, 63026,USA

314-421-1880, https://molawyersmedia.com/news/st-

louis/

PROOF OF PURCHASE

COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS OALY, THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE OR
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

ADVERTISER

City of Kirkwood,Account ID 262469
139 5. Kirkwood Road,
Kirkwood,MO,

Please Read Carefully

ad, please contact us at 314-421-1880.
Attorney's placing tegal advertisernents are responsible for
payment of same,

The Countian - St. Louis County Is not responsibte for errors
or omisslons after the First Run Date. If any errors exist in your

Purchase Order #:

Insertion Order #: 4144573

Placement: The Countian - St. Louis County
Index: Government

Category: Hearings and Minutes

First issue: 03/20/2026

Last issue: 03/20/2026

# of Insertions: 1

Net Charge: £49,98

Payments/Credits: $0.00

Amount Due: $49.98

Affidavit Reference: City of Kirkwood

Ad Proof

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE PARK BOARD
~ OF RIRKW oD, MISSOURI
Notice s hereby glver that The Fark
imard af the Gty of Kirkwodd will
hotd ueblic hemng Ak ?*DD piman
Montay evening, hpnf 20; _,ﬂ 6.lo

atife Ki{szmd Commu nit{p {phter 1 i1
Salih ﬁeyer Rdl. Klrkavand #10, 53122

the purpose of this heanﬂg isto.
Teceive publicinput regarding the
proposed Master Plan for Kirkwaad
Parks and Rer:reatwn system, Thie-
plan autlines the vision fos future
impravements to pa:ks 1rails, far.ill’tma
latid wsé and miore,

Al interasted citizens dfe invited

to attend anid pmwde testimony or
submit ritten camments at the
heating, Wilttén camments may also
be submitted in advance by email to:
henkekkfi?k:rkwaﬁdmn 019

A ditaft of e Master Plar Js available
for public inspection at the Parks and
Recraation Dﬂpartment office; located
at the Kiskwood Community Center
between the heurs of 9:00 3,m. and
500 p.m. Monday through fnday
The ciﬂ{uments {an alsu be wewed at’
hittpss dparksanirg
plages-to- n:};’narks_g_r&s maste; ulaﬂ-

gar&-p!anning
Such hmrmq may | be adjoutned from

By order nfth& Kirkwﬂmi Park
Board,
4144573 County Mar, 20, 2026

* Changes to this order may result in pricing

changes *

Proof Of Purchase Insertion Order: 4144573
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WEBSTER-KIRKWOOD

g 122 W. Lockwood Avenue, 2nd Floor
St. Louis, Missouri 63119
314.968.2699

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

. Date: 3/20/2026

City of Kirkwood
139 S. Kirkwood Rd.
Kirkwood, MO 63122

I, Randy Drilingas, being duly sworn, both depose and say that I am an authorized representative
of the WKTimes LLC, publishers of the Webster-Kirkwood Times Newspaper in the county of

. St. Louis, MO, and that the advertisement shown below was published in the Webster-Kirkwood
Times March 20, 2026 edition.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
before the Park Board
of Kirkwood, MO

Netice Is hereby given that The Park Board
of the City of Kirkwood will hold a public
hearing at 7:0¢ p.m. on Monday evening,
April 20, 2026 o consider the proposed 2026
Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Location
will be at the Kirkwood Community Center,
111 South Geyer Rd. Kirkwood MO, 63122

The purpose of this hearing is to receive
public inpat regarding the proposed Master
Plan for Kirkwood Parks and Recreation
system. The plan cuilines the vision far
future improvemenis te parks, irails, facilities,
land use and more,

Author :
Webster-Kirkwood

All interested citizens are invited to attend
and provide testimony or submit written
comments at the hearing. Written comments
may alse be submitied in advance by email
to: henkekk@kirkwoodme.org

A draft of the Master Plan is available for
pubiic inspection at the Parks and Recreation
Department office, located at the Kirkwood
Community Center between the hours of
9:06 am. and 5:00 p.m, Monday through
Friday. The documents can also be viewed at
www.kirkwoodparksandrec.org/places-to-
go/parks/parks-master-plan-park-planning.

Such hearing may be adjourned from fime to
tima uniil completed,

By order of the Kirkwood Park Board,

WWW . TIMESNEWSPAPERS.COM | WWW.WEBSTERKIRKWOODTIMES.COM




Park Board Minutes
Monday, March 9, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
Kirkwood Community Center
111 South Geyer

. CALL TO ORDER - President Nate Wurtz called meeting to order at 7:00pm. Vice President
Alan Hopefi, Board Members Jordan Wienke, Lauren Nieman, Kevin Miller, Ellen Edman
and Steve Ostrowski were in attendance. Aiso present were City Council Liaison Nancy
Luetzow, Staff Liaison Kyle Henke and Parks Superintendent Pete Lauferswezler Becky
Jones was absent.

IIl. CITIZEN COMMENTS (3 MINUTE LIMIT PER PERSON) — No Comments

ill. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 23, 2026 MEETING MlNUTES Alan Hopefl motioned to

IV. COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTSIREPORTS
a. No Reports :
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. Park Board Officer Nommattons' Jordan Wlenke and Kevin Miller compiled the list of
nominations as follows: President Nate Wurtz, Vlce President Alan Hopefl, Treasurer
Kevin Miller. Votmg wull take place at next meetlng

a:.iThe board dlscussed a request for approval of the outer park mowing contract — which
is a continuation of contract ‘mowing for- outly;ng parks, excluding Kirkwood Park. This
: ' ive year contract that can be renewed. For FY27, Hajek Lawncare
the current Vendor proposed two dlfferent options for Park Board consideration. The
EY26 contract total was $64,710 and is a 10 day mowing cycle with 21 total mows.
Staff did expect an |ncrease”l'__.= he FY27 budget for this contract at a total amount of
$93,500. Pete offered two options for the Park Board to consider: Option 1 - proposes
a 15% increase for a totai of $74,416.50 with $5,589 being funded by a transfer from
the Recreatlon Genera[ Fund to cover the mowing at KPAC (already on 28 mow
cycle). This is for the same 10 day mowing cycle for a total of 21 mows, as with FY26.
Option 2 - keeps: t_h_e price per mow the same as FY26, but increases the number of
mows from 21 to 28"annually by utilizing a 7 day mowing cycle. This may help make
the Parks look cleaner by having more frequent and consistent mowing while also
reducing the wear and tear on the contractor's equipment by cutting shorter grass
more often. The total for option 2 is $84,660.00 with $4,860 being funded by a transfer
from the Recreation General Fund to cover the mowing of the KPAC (already on 28
mow cycle). Steve asked if there was a need during the summer to mow every seven
days. Jordan asked if weather changes the schedule when mows are cancelled, Pete
said the contractor builds missed mows back into the schedule, we pay for 28 and we
get 28. Lauren asked what the reason was for increase. Pete replied labor, equipment
and fuel increases. Next winter this will go back out to bid again. Jordan motioned to
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Park Board Minutes

Monday, March 9, 2026, 7:00 p.m. KIRKWOOD
Kirkwood Community Center

111 South Geyer

approve option #2, as it would make better use of resources. And Steve seconded.
Ellen mentioned that this would not change the budget and all voted yes to Option #2.
Needing a more specific mation, Jordan motioned to enter into a new contract with
Hajek using Option #2 and Mark seconded. Motion was passed unanimously.

b. Request for Purchase Approval of Facilities Maintenance Van — Lauren motioned to
purchase a 2026 Ford Transit with BMG up fitting for the price of $70,872.41 from
Broadway Ford Truck Centers on MO. State Contract #MC250182002 to be paid from
the Rolling Stock Capital account 201-09-100-101-000-620050 Pending approval of
the FY27 Budget, slated to begin April 1, 2026 '-Jordan seconded, and motion passed
unanimously. :

c. Request for Purchase Approval of Ford F- ‘150 Jordan motioned to purchase a 2026
Ford F150 with Tommy Lift Gate for $52,265.00 from Broadway Truck Centers on MO
State Contract #MC250182002 to be paid from the Rolling Stock capital account 201-
09-100-101-000-620050 Pending approval of the FY27 Budget slated to begin April 1,
2026. Lauren seconded the motion, and motion passed unanimously.

d. Request for Purchase Approval of Zero Turn Lawnmower — Jordan motioned to
purchase a new Exmark Lazer.72" mower for $16,014.00 from Lawn Care Equipment
Company on OMNIA Partners contract #20469 to be paid for from the Machinery &

Budget, slated to begln April 1 2026 Aian seconded and with a unanimous vote of yes
the motion passed. -

e. Request for Approvat of the Fiscal Year 2026 27 Park Fund Budget — Kyle pointed out
that there will be a spendlng deficit of $239 350, but with a fund balance of $2.5MM still
remaining in the fund balance this is still within the Park Board parameters to hold a
fund balance of 2/3 to 3/4 of the operating budget less capital. An additional $300,000
Was needed for the trash scooter; Walker Lake project and Avery Park reparrs Ellen
=Kyle added that they happened after park assessments Ellen motioned to approve the
FY-2027 budget, including any adjustment approved by Park Board from any items
above; budget will encompass a total operating and capital cost of $2,533,650 and
revenues-of $2,295,240.: Alan seconded the motion. Park Board FY 2027 budget was
approved unanimous

SUPERINTENDENT.OF PARKS, HEAD RANGER AND VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
REPORTS - Pete shared that the leak in the rest room.at Emmenegger Park has been
fixed. The old horticulture pick-up truck sold for $12,000. Audrey Ferber, the new
Horticulture Assistant begins work March 16.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Kyle reporied on ice rink renovations: the ice is out, the lights
are in and the joists are currently being painted. Meacham Park Playground replacement
— August is the deadline for the grant to be submitted. Kyle said project will be an RFP
with a budget set around $525,000. Pete and Kyle will accept proposals and narrow them
down to 2 or 3 for the public to consider. Construction will not happen until FY2028. Ellen
remarked that staff could get playground input at one of Meacham Park’s seasonal
events, and take pictures. Kyle also reported that staff is still waiting on the monument




Park Board Minutes

Monday, March 9, 2026, 7:00 p.m. KIRKWOOD

Kirkwood Community Center :
111 South Geyer

sign for Mitchell Park and the berm along the back needs some work, Kyle is still hoping
for a May “grand opening.” Nate asked when the water gets turned on in the parks, Pete
said April. The Master Plan: an email was sent out today to the Park Board and City
Council. Kyle indicated to the board that the public hearing for the master plan will be held
on April 20, unless he heard otherwise from the Park Board or City Council. It is then
projected that City Council wouid then consider final approval of the Master Plan in June,
after The Park Boards final consideration at the May 18 Park Board meeting. Kyle publicly
thanked the committee; Bill Rupert, Sarah Zierer, Priscilla Utley, Kathy Paulsen, Kevin
Miller, Ellen Edman, Angie Bernardi, Kara Wurtz, and Alan Hopefl. Pete thanked Kyle for
all his work on the Master Plan and Kyle thanked ete' for his involvement as well.

IX. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS — No Comments

X. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT - Nancy reported that there isa specral meeting of the City
Council regarding two special items: Water and sanitation i mcreases Nanc:y thanked all for
their Master Plan efforts. -- i

Xl. ADJOURNMENT - Nate adjourned the meetmg at 7 38pm
Next Meeting — April 20, 2026 i
Staff Liaison: Kyle Henke. Phone: 314 822 5856 Emall henkekk@krrkwoodmo org

Chair: Nate Wurtz .. “3:??- ______

Accommodation: The;,,__ ty of Klrkwood is mterested in eﬁ’ectrve communication for all persons.
Persons requiring an accommodation to attend-and participate in the meeting should contact
the City Clerk at 314-822-5802 at least 48 hours before the meeting. With advance notice of
seven calendar.days, the Crty of Krrkwood will: prov;de interpreter services at public meetings
for Ianguages other: than Englrsh and for.the hearing impaired. Upon request, the minutes from
this meeting can be made avallable in an aiternate format, such as a CD, by calling 314-822-

5802.




MONTHLY PARKS REPORT, APRIL 2026
For period March 9th, 2026 through April 20th, 2026

1SAW THE SIGN...:

The Mitchell Park sign has been installed! There were some minor field modifications
that needed to be made for the installation, but it went very well, and the sign looks great!
All that remains are the punch list items, then the project will be fully complete! We are
hoping to have a “Grand Reopening” on May 9%, so the punch list items should all be
done prior to the event.

2012 FORD ¥450 COME ON DOWN!!!:

Our next rtem up for bid on Purplewave.com is the 2012 F450 that was recently replaced
by the “new” one ton that we had been waiting on for almost 3 years. At the time of the

writing of this report the bids were up to $15,500.00 with the auction set to end on 4-28-
2026.

STARTING UP A BRAND NEW DAY!:

Our new Volunteer Coordinator Josie Pellerito has started! She spent the 1% few weeks
going over old materials and learning what she could from documents left about the
position by the previous Volunteer Coordinators. Sebastian spent a few days with her
taking her around the Parks, so she could have a better feel for the Parks system. She has
jumped right in and started making schedules for the year as well as promotional content
for recruiting and public communication. Welcome to the team Josie!

THE GREENLIGHT F1LLASHES, THE FLAGS GO UP;

The Parks are fully open again and ready to welcome enormous amount of visitors we get
each year! April 13 kicks off the softball and picnic seasons when our facilities are
officially open for rental again. The Parks Staff has done a FANTASTIC job getting
everything ready to “welcome back’ the public to our facilities. The City has a
subscription with Place Al which uses cell phone data to approximate usage of areas. The
subscription is ending in May, so before the subscription runs out I decided to run a
report for the last 12 months covering all of our Parks. The data showed approximately
1,155,400 visits! I am happy to share the info with anyone who is interested.

SHARK BOAT, OO-HA-HA!!!:

Every spring Canada Geese start looking for a nice place to nest, but due to their
aggressive nature during nesting season, we always keep an eye out to prevent them from
nesting at Walker Lake. In the past we have paid a contractor $4,000 a year to keep the
geese off the lake year-round, but after she retired we did not seek out a new contractor.
Instead we have tried various methods on our own to prevent the geese in the spring,
including laser pens and bird-bangers (a loud firecracker), but we finally settled on what
so far has proven to be the most effective method. We purchased a small RC boat shaped
like a shark for $80 that we can easily spook the geese with just by running it around the
lake. This method is preferred because it poses no harm to the geese...and it’s a lot of
fun! We have christened the boat as....SHARK BOAT OO-HA-HA!!!




Event Type

March Volunteer Hours

Weekday Volunteer

Adopt-A-Park

Private Group

March Recap

10.00 15.00 20.00 25.00

Hours ‘

Upcoming Events

Spring [ 2026

4114 Twilight Weeding at the
KPAC

4/18 Honeysuckle Hack at
Kirkwood Park

4/25 Tree Planting at
Kirkwood Arbor Day
Celebration

5/6 Twilight Weeding at the
KPAC

517 Weed Removal and
Clean Up at the Aquatic
Center

5/30 Honeysuckle Hack at
Kirkwood Park

March:

20 Volunteers
(17 adults, 3 minors)

6 Weekday volunteers

56 Total Service Hours

1 Private Group (Vision
Project)




Highlights

March marks the start of our volunteer season! We had 8 volunteers from Vision Project help us
remove and transport leaves from the pool at the Aquatic Center. Their main focus was cleaning up
the entrance points of the lazy river. They were a huge help in getting the pool ready for the
summer!

There were no public events in the month of March. This month was mostly focused on transitioning
and onboarding for the volunteer coordinator position. Before events start back up and as we begin
our busy season, we focused on recruiting new weekday volunteers and renewing yearly Adopt-A-
Park agreements.

To get the volunteer season rolling, we invited our weekday volunteers to a season kickoff. Qur
Tuesday weekday volunteers ended the month on a high note by jumping right into service and
starting our season off strong.

We are so grateful for Kylie Christanell and her group for organizing a volunteer event through
Adopt-A-Park at Quinette Cemetery! They were eager to help out and did a fantastic job mulching,
cleaning, and pulling honeysuckle.

Looking ahead, April is going to be a busy month, and we couldn’t be more excited! The first public
volunteer events of the season will be weeding at the KPAC and hacking honeysuckle in Kirkwood
Park. We will also be coordinating a tree planting event at the Kirkwood Arbor Day Celebration. We
are thrilled to host students from STLCAPS to weed and mulch near the tennis courts as well.

Check out our spring events calendar filled with many exciting activities. We have events for every
schedule, age, and some great perks to reward volunteers for their hard work!

Events Calendar

We're always looking to improve our programs and hold service events that work for the
community. If you have any feedback or suggestions for the program, please filt out this survey so
we can continue to provide service opportunities for everyone!

https:/fforms.gle/hw33Ybv4dmoJFL2717




-Not much to report for March. Ranger staff completed our annual refresher training covering all of the misc. duties that we are responsible for during the
spring, summer, and fall season. These responsibilities are mostly related to sports activities and keeping an eye on field conditions, but also includes being
. prepared for the peak visitor season in the park system.

Prepared by:

Ron Hall
Senior Park Ranger




