
Wintercreeper, also known as Climbing Euonymus, is an invasive plant commonly
found in Missouri. This plant grows and spreads as a clinging vine that climbs up
rocks and trees. Wintercreeper can also grow as a dense ground cover that carpets
the forest floor. This plant spreads rapidly and displaces native plants by depleting
soil nutrients, blocking sunlight, and inhibiting tree growth. 

Wintercreeper can be identified by small leathery leaves. When flowering, flowers
are green and occur in clusters. Fruits grow in pink capsules that split to reveal
orange berries. 

Most vines can be pulled or cut by hand. Prioritize cutting vines climbing up trees to
prevent further spread.

Volunteer with Kirkwood’s Parks Department to eliminate invasives from Kirkwood.

Source: MO Department of Conservation
University of Maryland Extension
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For More Information:
www.kirkwoodparksandrec.org/volunteer

kparkv@kirkwoodmo.org

https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/wintercreeper-climbing-euonymus
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/winter-creeper/
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